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About Crowdfund Capital Advisors 
 
Crowdfund Capital Advisors (CCA) delivers strategic insights to government agencies, 
institutions, and multinational enterprises seeking to both create and implement innovative 
strategies to utilize crowdfund investing (CFI) technologies to drive innovation, job creation and 
entrepreneurship. Leveraging expertise and experience framing and advancing CFI policy and 
education initiatives at the international, national, and state levels, the CCA team helps clients 
formulate and execute agendas related to entrepreneurship, the roll out of clean and green 
technologies, and other development initiatives. We realize that the social web has changed the 
way citizens, investors, businesses, and governments organize and communicate and are 
passionate about leveraging this opportunity and contributing to commercial and socio-economic 
development. 
  
The Team 
 
The principals, senior officers, and support staff at CCA are international thought leaders on the 
subjects of crowdfunding policy, startup/SME ecosystem development, crowdfunding for 
economic development, and crowdfunding for cleantech/sustainable energy. The principals at 
CCA are entrepreneurs having raised over $80mm in funding for ventures from the private 
capital markets in the past. After the financial crisis, they worked collaboratively with members 
of Congress, regulators, and the executive branch in the United States and framed the legislation 
that ultimately legalized crowdfund investing in the US. The senior consultants at CCA are 
experts in economic development through innovation ecosystems and are active in the angel 
investment/VC community in the US, in Europe, and in the developing world and specialists in 
topics like crowdfunding, innovation management, capital markets, startup incubation, and have 
experience in international innovation development. The CCA support team is experienced 
researchers, authors and analysts specializing in crowdfunding, entrepreneurial capacity building, 
international policy analysis, multimedia communication, and economics. 
  
Recent Engagements 
 
The CCA principals and consultants lead policy discussions and advise enterprises throughout 
the world. For example, CCA team members have recently performed these engagements: 
 

● Wrote the World Bank report Crowdfunding’s Potential for the Developing World which 
is the standard for international policy makers and stakeholders trying to understand 
crowdfunding, utilize the frameworks created for this report by CCA, determine if their 
economies are ready for crowdfunding and leverage the report to create action plans for 
implementation. 

● Invited to speak at infoDev’s annual funders conference in Nairobi, Kenya.  Presented on 
a panel to discuss early-stage entrepreneurial finance.  Met with entrepreneurs of the 
Kenya Climate Innovation Center.  Toured the CIC facilities and provided crowdfunding 
overview to management.   

● Spoke at the infoDev Global Innovation and Entrepreneurship in East London, South 
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Africa to discuss crowdfunding within an African context.  During that event CCA 
participants engaged in many conversations with entrepreneurial leaders from across 
Africa as well as the Founder of SliceBiz, the first equity crowdfunding platform in 
Africa.  CCA continues to consult with this crowdfunding platform today. Performed 
both online and hands-on training seminars in crowdfunding for the Kauffman Fastrack 
series, the UC Berkeley’s College of Engineering, and eFactor.com an online education 
company servicing over 2M SMEs. 

● Invited to present the crowdfunding research CCA was conducting for infoDev at the 
Jamaica Entrepreneurial Access to Finance event held in Kingston, Jamaica by the LAC 
team.  While there, CCA met with local entrepreneurs, academics and students to discuss 
global trends and crowdfunding best practices or entrepreneurs in developing economies.   

● Provided crowdfunding training and capacity building during official missions for the US 
State Department in Latvia, Croatia, Israel, Romania, Malaysia, Dubai, Slovenia & 
Washington, DC. 

● Advised the Colombian Development Bank and entrepreneurship innovation unit 
INNpulsa regarding initiatives that will increase the capacity of Colombia’s 
entrepreneurial community (including crowdfunding as a primary focus), and will 
address cultural challenges in the Country. 

● Consulted on building crowdfunding and P2P lending platforms internationally. 
● Spoke in multiple countries in the Middle East on the Intersection of Crowdfunding and 

Accelerators where we identified how Crowdfunding fits within a Lean Startup 
Methodology and talked about how companies in accelerators can leverage crowdfunding 
at different points in their product development and market development processes.  

● At the upcoming 3rd Annual Crowdfunding Bootcamp will be holding a 2-day intensive 
crowdfunding workshop to teach entrepreneurs how to crowdfund, best practices in 
crowdfunding, and examples of what not to do in crowdfunding. 

  
Deep Crowdfunding Expertise 
 
The Principals of CCA have won awards from Inc. Magazine, Entrepreneurs’ Organization, and 
Ernst & Young. After running two successful crowdfunding campaigns, both Principals have a 
deep knowledge of donation/perks crowdfunding. After raising over $80M in the private capital 
markets, both Principals have a deep understanding of SME launch, financing and how this 
relates to investment crowdfunding. They have consolidated this knowledge into these widely 
used global educational resources: 
 

● Crowdfund Investing for Dummies -  This book is part of the best-selling global Wiley 
franchise series.  In it entrepreneurs and investors are guided through this new investing 
experience, beginning with explaining how and why Crowdfund Investing (CFI) 
developed and what the 2012 JOBS says about CFI. Entrepreneurs will find out how 
much funding they can realistically raise through CFI; how to plan and launch a CFI 
campaign; how to manage the crowd after a campaign is successful; and how to work 
within the regulations at every stage. Conversely, investors will discover: the benefits and 
risks of CFI; how much they can invest; how a CFI investment may fit into a broader 
investment portfolio; how to provide value to the business or project being funded; and 
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how to bow out of an investment when the time is right.   
● Success with Crowdfunding - This online video education series begins by explaining 

what this new form of capital is and what questions entrepreneurs need to ask prior to 
crowdfunding. It includes training materials, course notes, templates and downloads, best 
practices and exams to test knowledge.  The second part of the series (to be released 
when the final rules for Title III crowdfunding in the USA come out in 2014) explains 
how to go through each of the steps including: building your social graph, defining your 
use of proceeds to aim for a successful campaign, how to bring passion to the video pitch 
to engage supporters, and key communication techniques to amplify a crowdfunding 
campaign. 

● UC Berkeley Crowdfunding Research Program (The Program for Innovation in 
Entrepreneurial and Social Finance) -  CCA’s Principals co-founded this research 
program and CCA’s research director heads the world’s only dedicated crowdfunding 
research center and is an acknowledged expert on evolving models of entrepreneurial 
finance using crowdfunding.  The program’s first symposium presented 10 papers that 
include key findings in driving campaign success.  These findings have been summarized 
and are regularly used by CCA in their educational training including Success with 
Crowdfunding.  

 
In addition to these policy and education-related works, CCA has developed strategic 
relationships with global crowdfunding platforms and service providers to the crowdfunding 
ecosystem.  Such relationships bring added exposure, experience, knowledge and access. CCA is 
also a source of thought leadership in the crowdfunding community and has written influential 
white papers on crowdfunding policy and on topics relevant to the private sector. Some of the 
papers of note include: 
 

● How Does Crowdfunding Impact Job Creation, Company Revenue, and Professional 
Investor Interest?  This white paper analyzes companies that have been successful with 
crowdfunding to answer the following questions: Does crowdfunding have a marketing 
benefit that translates into sales? Does crowdfunding create jobs? Does crowdfunding 
deter follow-on investment? and What is the ROI of a successful crowdfunding 
campaign? 

● Ten Secrets to Success with Crowdfunding - This report explores findings from over 
40,000 successful crowdfunding campaigns to share key secrets like: 

○ Startups with more board members are more likely to attract investors 
 

○ Startups that have detailed financials that are easy to explain with milestones 
attached are more likely to attract investors and 
○ How sharing the founder status with a female leads to broader engagement 

● A Framework for European Crowdfunding - This paper, published in late 2012 in 
association with the European Crowdfunding Network, was structured to give a concise 
overview of the state of crowdfunding in Europe, with the aim of establishing policy and 
a distinct framework for the European crowdfunding industry, in order to aid in the 
economic recovery of Europe.  

● Crowdfund Investing in Muslim Markets - An Action Plan for Governments - This white 
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paper explores how Muslim markets can take advantage of crowdfunding (an inherently 
Sharia compliant form of financing) to promote economic opportunity, inclusive growth, 
and job creation.  It also explores strategies for governments wishing to move forward 
with crowdfunding policy. 

  
CCA principals and partners are: 
 
Senior international crowdfunding policy analysts 

● The Framers of Title III (Crowdfunding) of the JOBS Act legislation in the US and 
leaders of discussions about crowdfunding legislation with members of the Senate, House 
of Representatives, the SEC, FINRA, and of the Obama administration. CCA Principals 
have testified five times before the US Congress (both House and Senate) on various 
crowdfunding topics. 

● Consultants to the US State Department, the Italian Parliament, the Colombian 
government, the Malaysian government, the Dubai Free Trade Authority, The Israeli 
authorities and Mexican policymakers on crowdfunding topics. 

  
International thought leaders on crowdfund investing topics: 

● Authors of the book Crowdfund Investing for Dummies (Wiley) 
● Co-authors of the book The Crowdfunding revolution (McGraw-Hill) 
● Co-authors of How Crowdfund Investing Helps Solve Three Pressing Socioeconomic 

Challenges, a white paper that has circulated through international policy networks 
including the US State Department, the White House, the Italian Parliament, the Inter-
American Development Bank, the ProSoft fund (a partnership between the World Bank 
and the Mexican Government), international chambers of commerce, and the crowdfund 
investing industry. 

● Co-authors of Sizing the Crowdfund Investment Market: A Wellspring of Opportunity, a 
white paper that shows empirical evidence that over 1M companies each year will be 
crowdfunded in the USA in 5 years time meeting a market demand of $59.7B/year. 

 
● Founders and former co-chairs of the Crowdfunding Intermediary Regulatory Advocates 

(CFIRA), the leading crowdfunding policy advocacy group in the US. 
● Founders and former co-chairs of the world’s largest Crowdfunding Professional 

Association (800+ national and global members). 
● Advisors to the European Crowdfunding Network (ECN), Invest Crowdfund Canada 

(ICC), Italian, Mexican & Australian crowdfunding associations. 
● International speakers and advisors (over 25 countries) on crowdfund investing including 

completed presentations: InfoDev Global Forum on Innovation and Technology 
Entrepreneurship (East London, South Africa), TEDx (San Miguel de Allende, Mexico), 
World Economic Forum (New York City), World Bank (Kenya), The White House 
Celebration of Entrepreneurship (Washington, D.C.), World Economic Forum Global 
Shapers (Rome, Italy), Industry for Entrepreneurial and Innovation Capital Conference 
(Cartagena, Colombia) Courageous Capital Summit (Rome, Italy), Global Innovation 
Summit (San Jose, CA), Global Entrepreneurship Summit (Istanbul (2012), Dubai (2012) 
& Kuala Lumpur (2013), Globe Forum (Stockholm Sweden), Global Solutions Summit 
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(Washington 2014) and SXSW (2013 & 2014). 
  
Collaborators with international investors, entrepreneurs, and institutions on crowdfunding 
initiatives: 

● The Colombian Ministry of Commerce, the Colombian Development Bank, and 
INNpulsa on building entrepreneurial capacity in Colombia. 

● The US Embassy in Mexico, USAID, members of the Mexican Senate, multinational 
giant TelMex, the IT Chamber of Commerce in Mexico (CANIETI), and Mexican VC 
firm Alta Ventures on the implementation of a crowdfund investing policy framework in 
Mexico. 

● Endeavor Global, the coalition government of Italy, representatives from the UN Global 
Shapers program, the chamber of commerce of Milan, and representatives from 
TechCrunch Europe on advancing the crowdfund investing policy agenda in Italy. 

 
Experts on entrepreneurship and innovation topics: 

● Successfully led award-winning startups from inception to exit. 
● Collectively raised over $80M in venture capital funding from the private capital 

markets. 
● Highlighted in feature stories in Inc (2003), Bloomberg Markets (2012)  and 

Entrepreneur (2013) Magazines 
● Guest authors for VentureBeat, and TechCrunch, leading Silicon Valley blogs, on key 

issues surrounding crowdfunding and the JOBS Act. 
● Both principals have been executives at companies that have appeared on the INC 

Magazine 500 List of America’s fastest growing companies. 
● Official partner of the US State Department’s Global Entrepreneurship Program (GEP) 2 

years running.   
 
For more information contact: 
 
Sherwood Neiss 
Sherwood@theccagroup.com 
 
Or  
 
Jason Best 
Jason@theccagroup.com 
 


